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“Come friends, who plough the sea…”
 
Join the Harvard-Radcliffe Gilbert & Sullivan Players for our fall 2017 production of  The 
Pirates of  Penzance; or, the Slave of  Duty. A fan favorite for the past century and a half, 
Pirates promises to please once again. Our story begins on the shores of  Coney Island, 
where a group of  mobsters celebrates Frederic, a young gang member whose 21st birth-
day marks the end of  his debt to the powerful Mob Boss. As he ends his indentures to his 
motley crew of  tender-hearted, orphaned gangsters, he meets Mabel, the beautiful daughter 
of  the Major General Stanley. Instantly, the two fall in love. Soon after, Frederic learns that 
he was born on the 29th of  February on a leap year. Paradoxically, he has only celebrated 
five birthdays, and must remain with the crew for another 63 years. Will his love for Mabel 
survive this carnival of  mix-ups? To find out, join our talented cast of  actors and musicians 
this fall as we douse Agassiz Theatre in the glamour and charm of  1940’s New York.
 
At the head of  our own gang of  excited and talented designers is our team of  directors. We 
are delighted to have Patrick Cressler ’20 in his Harvard theater debut as our stage direc-
tor. He has drawn from his experiences as a member of  the Harvard barbershop quartet 
and director and staff  writer for On Harvard Time  to guide the artistic vision of  the show. 
At Patrick’s side is a talented conductor and an accomplished pianist, our music director, 
Mateo Lincoln ’19. A veteran of  the craft, Mateo has music directed productions of  Caba-
ret and All’s Fair. When he’s not behind a music stand, Mateo performs with the Harvard 
University Choir and serves as co-president of  the Harvard Sketch Club.  
 
Working alongside our brilliant directors is our trio of  producers, Ned Sanger ’19, Aaron 
Slipper ’18, and Richard Tong ’19. A jack of  all trades, Ned has worked on many sides of  
the production process. As a Bench Member of  the Hyperion Shakespeare Company, he 
directed their semesterly Scene Recital, All the Will’s a Stage. Then, he went on to stage 
manage our own production of  The Mikado and produce HRDC’s Diamonds in the Ruff. 
No stranger to the stage, Aaron has been a theatrical force since his freshman year. His 
performances in Art, The School for Lies, Iolanthe, Ruddigore, The Mikado and the Hasty 
Pudding Theatricals are testaments to his skill. Finally, Richard rounds out our group with 
his numerous talents in numerous fields. Not only has he graced our stage in Ruddigore, 
The Mikado, and The Sorcerer, and assistant stage managed H.M.S. Pinafore, he will now 
serve double duty and perform in our orchestra as a flautist. With a gang like this, you can 
guarantee that “all is prepared.”
 
The Pirates of  Penzance will open Friday, October 27th at 8pm followed by our customary 
Creative Black Tie reception. On October 28th  and November 4th our two Saturday Milk 
& Cookies Matinees will be followed by complimentary milk and cookies for children of  
all ages in the Horner Room, and a chance to meet our cast and tour our set. Our alumni 
performance is Saturday, November 4th at 8pm and will be succeeded by a reception held in 
the Horner Room. Your last chance to set sail with us will be Sunday, November 5th at 2pm.
If  you have questions or are interested in finding out more about our organization, feel free 
to visit our website, www.hrgsp.org. A plethora of  pictures and posters from past shows, as 
well as information about our current show, await you.
 
“My friends, I thank you all, from my heart, for your kindly wishes. Would that I could 
repay them as they deserve!” Thank you in advance for your generous contributions that 
keep the art of  Gilbert & Sullivan alive. With your support we look forward to continuing 
our distinguished and storied history.

Sincererly, 

Peryn E.A. Reeves-Darby ‘18
President, HRG&SP

Fall 2017


