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Dear Friends,

I have a song to sing, O!
 
The Harvard-Radcliffe Gilbert & Sullivan Players invites you to join us for an operetta widely 
regarded as Sullivan’s finest: The Yeomen of  the Guard; or, The Merryman and his Maid. Sullivan’s 
hauntingly beautiful score is imbued with a pathos rarely found in the canon, and borrows much 
from the composer’s work in grand opera. Gilbert, too, wrote a libretto far more emotionally 
mature and complex than one would expect from a man whose work remains the archetype for all 
things “topsy-turvy.” Yeomen’s plot follows the lives of  the various soldiers, warders, prisoners, and 
civilians living in the Tower of  London as they discharge their duties and find themselves falling 
helplessly into unrequited love. More than any other G&S operetta, Yeomen explores the execution 
and consequences of  a plan less than perfectly hatched with touching humanity and poignancy.

The intrepid creative team charged with bringing Yeomen to life is led by our stage director Nermin 
Hasanovic ’20 and music director Colton Carter ’20. Nermin has previously appeared in shows as 
varied as Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap and our very own production of  The Sorcerer in Spring 
2017. To his role as director, Nermin brings his experience directing sketches for On Harvard 
Time, as well as his classical training in piano and violin. Colton is an accomplished musician 
and music scholar who has studied extensively both at Harvard University and the University of  
Georgia. Prior to his time at Harvard, Colton sang with high school and university ensembles, 
played mellophone and French horn in band, cello in orchestra, and won honors at the state level. 
At Harvard, he sings with the Harvard-Radcliffe Collegium Musicum and is a classical music DJ 
for Harvard Radio Broadcasting.
 
Supporting our directors are four highly experienced producers, Michaela Kane ’18, Isabella 
Kopits ’20, Peryn Reeves-Darby ’18, and Elena Sokoloski ’18. Michaela is a veteran HRGS&P 
technician, and served as assistant lighting designer for Iolanthe, Ruddigore, and Pinafore, and master 
electrician for The Pirates of  Penzance. She produced The Mikado, and brings her extensive technical 
chops to the producer team. Isabella has recently been elected Co-Treasurer of  HRG&SP, previ-
ously played Yum-Yum in our production of  The Mikado, and was an ensemble member for our 
production of  The Sorcerer. HRG&SP aside, she has performed with the Radcliffe Choral Society 
and the Harvard University Choir, and has also performed with Harvard College TEATRO!, the 
MIT Gilbert and Sullivan Players, and other independent theater organizations in the Boston area. 
A former President and Treasurer of  HRG&SP, Peryn brings extensive administrative experience 
to the producer team. In past semesters, Peryn produced The Mikado, stage managed Ruddigore, 
and acted in the ensemble of  The Gondoliers. She is also a board member of  the Harvard theatre 
group Black C.A.S.T. Elena is a highly experienced conductor and musician, and has previously 
music directed Trial By Jury (MITG&SP), the musical Chess (MITG&SP), the opera The Werewolf 
(Wholetone Opera), and the original musical Shirley (HRDC). Aside from music directing, she 
produced The Sorcerer in spring 2017, was a student conductor of  the Harvard Band, and has tech 
directed and light designed with MITG&SP. In addition to producing Yeomen, she is currently mu-
sic directing the opera La Zombiata (Wholetone Opera) and composing original music for Hyperion 
Shakespeare Company’s spring production of  As You Like It.
 
The Yeomen of  the Guard will open on Friday, March 23rd at 8:00 PM, and will be followed by our 
creative black tie opening night reception. Following our 2:00 PM matinee on Saturday, March 
24th, our cast will remain in costume for our Milk and Cookies reception, an opportunity for chil-
dren of  all ages to meet the cast and to go on a backstage tour led by our technicians. Our alumni 
performance is Saturday, March 31st at 6:00PM and will be followed by our 12th Victorian Ball. 
The last performance of  Yeomen will be the 2:00 PM matinee on Sunday, April 1st.
 
If  Yeomen leaves you wanting more, watch out for HRG&SP’s performance at Harvard’s Arts First 
festival on the weekend of  April 27th! To find out more about our organization, please visit our 
website, hrgsp.org. There you’ll find our poster archive, information about past shows, links to 
recordings, and more.
 
Thank you for supporting the Harvard Radcliffe Gilbert & Sullivan Players! It is only with your 
help that we have been able to share the music and history of  two extraordinary Englishmen. We 
very much look forward to producing Yeomen, and hope to see you in the audience!

Sincerely,

Richard S. Tong ’19

Spring 2018


